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ЈОВМ HOMPSONS MODERNCOORSE FOR TRE PIANO 


TEACHING LITTLE FINGERS TO PLAY 


NOTE TO PARENTS 
This is your child’s FIRST PIANO BOOK. 


Аз a parent you havea right to expect progress. If you will assist the teacher by arousing your child’s interest 
and enthusiasm in each successive lesson, the result will speak for itself. 

After the child learns to play an example, encourage him to color the accompanying picture with color- 
crayons. The words have been added to the musical examples to help interpret the spirit of the little melody. 
So, READ THEM to the youngster and EXPLAIN their meaning. These melodies were written with careful 
thought and were kept as simple as possible in order that they would be within the grasp of a child’s hand, which 
is quite naturally, small. Help him to play in strict time and even if you do not play yourself, it will be fun. 


TRY IT! 
DUET PLAYING FOR PARENT AND PUPIL 


Parents who play the piano even a little are advised to examine a supplementary book to “TEACHING 
LITTLE FINGERS TO PLAY,” called “TEACHING LITTLE FINGERS TO PLAY ENSEMBLE." This 
is a separate book containing duet-accompaniments that have been arranged to supply the harmonies for use 
with each little melody to be found in “TEACHING LITTLE FINGERS TO PLAY." By using the supple- . 
mentary book, parents or teacher may play DUETS with the child from the very beginning. The attractiveness 
of playing with some one else is very strong in any young beginner who may find the study of piano a bit lonesome 
at the start. It is also one of the most delightful means of enjoying music in the home and, incidentally, develops 
strict observance of rhythm and quick thinking. 

Psychologists claim that the hazard of loneliness in piano study is a very real one and TEACHING LITTLE 
FINGERS TO PLAY ENSEMBLE banishes this obstacle to the happy progress of the child. 

Ask your teacher or music dealer to show you the book called TEACHING LITTLE FINGERS TO 
PLAY ENSEMBLE. Price 4.50 at any music store. 


THE WILLIS MUSIC COMPANY CINCINNATI, OHIO 

















ТО ТНЕ ТЕАСНЕК 


HOW ТО PRESENT THE FIRST THREE LESSONS ІМ TEACHING LITTLE FINGERS TO PLAY 


When children can place their tiny fingers on the piano keyboard and PLAY A TUNE during the first few moments of their first 
lesson they discover that to learn to play music is as easy as any play-time activity. Hence, the advisability of TEACHING BY ROTE. 
This book has been planned to combine the ADVANTAGES of rote teaching so that pupils cheerfully make music while they simultaneously 
master the necessary rudiments to PLAY BY NOTE. 


The following procedure, if carefully observed, will teach any pupil to MAKE MUSIC FIVE MINUTES after 
the first lesson and by the fourth lesson he will be able to PLAY BY NOTE 


FIRST LESSON 


The musical examples in the first three lessons are to be taught ENTIRELY BY ROTE (i.e., imitation). The purpose is to teach 
the NAMES OF THE KEYS ONLY. Тһе notes will be learned later. 3 2 2 d 





Teach Stepping and Skipping, first ав а вопр. The teacher plays Teach the 
* and sings a few times until the pupil memorizes both TUNE ° number- 
and WORDS. (He is already making music.) names of 
Step-ping up, — Step-ping down, Then a skip. the fingers. 














When the pupil can SING it correctly, teach him to PLAY it on 



























































the piano by finger patterns. эль өллө. 
3 Teacher PLAYS апа 5ІМС5 FIRST PATTERN 4 When the pupil can imitate the SECOND oy 
. nos = ® first pattern, PLAY and SING 
2. “the $E 3 | the а pattern the same 
fingers thus. sing ONE TWO THREE way and have the pupil imitate. THREE TWO ONE 
THIRD PATTERN When the pupil can play all three patterns using the number- 

5. ра 17. ша. са, iie $ ЕВ =: P J 6. names of the fingers, then teach him to play and sing the 

pupil imitate in exactly the =: z == letter-names of the ME — м 

same way. “ng — TWO THREE ONE SING б == =E ЕЕ 

PLAY 


7 After the pupil has played the three patterns, first with the RIGHT HAND and then with the LEFT HAND ALONE, he should 
° be instructed to play them in different octaves on the keyboard; see example below. 


Right вила НЕЕ SS ЕЕ Пер = aa 
































SINGS D E с 


Sings C 
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То (һе Teacher (Continued) 


Тһе pupil has sung and played a tune in much less time than it has taken to describe. He has played with the LEFT and 
RIGHT hands and developed the first three fingers of each hand equally. 


THE PUPIL HAS LEARNED TO RECOGNIZE AND PLAY THREE KEYS ON THE KEYBOARD 


THE LESSON IN NOTATION 


The first lesson is very simple. The pupil is taught to recognize the TREBLE and BASS CLEF signs, BAR LINES and MEASURES 
as illustrated on page 5. "Teachers usually have individual methods for teaching the rudiments; hence, all examples are subject to the 
effect of a suggestion—the success of your own individuality. 


SECOND LESSON 
Proceed exactly as in Lesson ONE. First as a SONG, then by FINGER d i =: | 
PATTERNS (pupil singing number-names of fingers). Finally as shown in = 
C A 


example (pupil now singing letter-names of keys). A B C C B A B 




















After the pupil can play the example with each hand separately in various octaves COMBINE GROUPS 2 and 1 as follows: 











The pupil has learned FIVE keys on the keyboard—A В C D E—and can PLAY and SING a tune ој 8 measures, using both hands. 


THE LESSON IN NOTATION 
In this second lesson, the pupil is taught to recognize and know the value of QUARTER-NOTES, HALF- and WHOLE-NOTES. 


The quarter-note is used as a unit instead of the whole-note to avoid fractions. “ONE NOTE, ONE COUNT,” is easily understood whereas when the whole-note is taught first, the child is 


asked Ü divide a note in his mind into four fractional parts.) 
THIRD LESSON 


Teach the remaining letter-names Е F С by presenting Stepping and Skipping on the new keys as in other lessons. When the example 
can be played with either hand in various octaves COMBINE GROUPS 3 and 1 as follows: 
GROUP 38-Right hand 


Se eee 
= 2 so 
G F E F G E C D E E D C D E 6 , 
: GROUP 1-Left hand : 
The pupil now learns TIME SIGNATURES in the LESSON IN NOTATION (pg. 7) followed by exercise іп drawing BAR LINES. 


He has learned all 7 white keys—A B C D E F G, has been making music for three lessons and absorbed enough knowledge of NOTA- 
TION to enable him to read without dictation from now on. Thus ROTE TEACHING has been used as a MEANS TOWARD AN END 
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Note:—4After the third lesson, material should be assigned according to the capacity of each individual pupil. 
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То the Teacher 

First Keyboard and Notation Lesson (Rote)........ 
Second Keyboard and Notation Lesson (Rote)... ... 
Third Keyboard and Notation Lesson (Rote). ...... 


Correlating Keys and Notes (C, D, Е)--“Тһе Birthday 
Party saosi ooma enito бара needs Ы c ды 


Correlating Keys and Notes (4, B, C)‘“—Sandman’s 
Near ле қалына arti арадан еле 


Two Notes in Both Directions from Middle C 
(2/4 time) —''Baseball Баув”...................... 


Three Notes in Both Directions from Middle С 
(Dotted half-note 3/4 time) —“ Тће Postman” ......... 


Four-Four Time—"'Rain on the ВооЁ’.............. 


Dotted Half-note іп 4/4 Time (А minor)—''Song of 
the Volga Воайтпеп”............................. 


Musical Sentences called Рһгавев--“А Message".... 


Four Notes in Both Directions from Middle C— 
Стева iets a web семаға» РТР 


The Tale оға Famous Carol—''Good King Wenceslas” 
Signs of Silence called Rests—‘‘Lazy Магу”........ 
Cross-Hand— "Betty and ВШ”..................... 
Time Value of Eighth Notes—‘Flying to the Moon"... 
Skipping a White Key (3705) —“Аіг from Surprise 


CONTENTS 
*Something New Every Lesson" 

Page Page 

2 Introducing Bass Notes C and С (an octave below 
5 Middle С)—“ Ву the Ропа"....................... 21 
á The Black Key Sign called Sharp—''Paper Ships".. 22 
; Е Sharp in the Key Signature— ''Sledding"......... 23 
Second Recreation in the Key of С (The Tie)....... 24 

8 Introducing Treble Notes (an octave above Middle C)— 
“Questions Aree res emma m eeu eer ar ane 25 
9 Middle C Sharp (Accidental) —''Blue Bells of Scotland" 26 
Skipping White Keys (Triad)—‘‘Toy Soldiers" .. ..... 27 

0 А Few Measures with Two Hands Together—''Big 
SMIDS 6. etos tuf ge v e enc байлы ote M ores 28 

11 | The Flat and Accidental Signs—'‘Steamboat ‘round 
12 the Bend". ИИ 29 

Bb іп the Key Signature—‘‘Comin’ Round the Moun- 
13 tan" (eb) bed ose cir rete hy layer на РЕЗ 30-31 
14 Cross-hand—"'The Long Ттай”.................... 32 
An Accidental (A sharp)—‘'The Вее”............... 33 
= Beginning оп а Weak Веа(-“Му Вопше"......... 34 
17 Using the 8^ °° Sign—‘Vacation Типе”............ 35 
18 Expression—‘‘Home on the Range" (Duet). .......... 36-37 
19 Cross-hand—R. H. and L. H.—"'The Juggler"...... 38 
Two Notes Together (Chord)—'From a Wigwam".... 39 
20 Certificate of Мегі(.............................. 40 


SYMPHONY силазна он киви ваза све ua 





Teachers who, for the sake of thoroughness, desiré to have the pupil practice writing BAR LINES, CLEFS, TIME 


SIGNATURES, etc., etc., will find "JOHN THOMPSON'S NOTE SPELLER" very useful. J. T. 
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FIRST LESSON AT THE KEYBOARD 
Learning the Keys € D E 


The BLACK keys of the piano keyboard are divided into patterns of TWO and THREE. То the left of the 
TWO BLACK key pattern, in the center of your piano under the maker's name, is MIDDLE C. 
with the FIRST finger (THUMB) of your RIGHT hand 






\ To the RIGHT of the TWO BLACK key pattern is E 


Stepping and Skipping 
Step-ping up,  Step-ping down, e 






RIGHT 
HAND 


ма, “3 2 3 | | 3 | 
(1) Learn first as a SONG. (2) PLAY and SING the words. (3) Play and sing the /etter-names of the KEYS. 
(4) Play each hand separately in VARIOUS OCTAVES. 


FIRST LESSON IN NOTATION 
Learning the Grand. Staff, Clef Signs, Bars and. Measures 


BAR BAR BAR DOUBLE 
LINE LINE BAR LINE 






Always placed 
at the end of 
a piece of music 
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SECOND LESSON AT THE KEYBOARD 
New Keys А, B, ала playing АВС 





і ~ 


~-To the RIGHT of the three BLACK Key pattern is B 
Aways B’s neighbor is A 


В. Stepping and Skipping from А 
Сша 2 3 


to find other A, B, C's 
ie оп the keyboard 


3 
4 2 8 4 8 1 








down, Then a skip. 


в 


Step-ping пр, Step-pin 
Combining Group 2 and Group 1 





SECOND LESSON IN NOTATION 


Notes, like Coins, have different values 


A QUARTER-NOTE, 
is held for 1 COUNT 


W. M.Co. 5689 
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А НАГЕ-МОТЕ, J A WHOLE-NOTE, 
Is held for 2 COUNTS 15 held for 4 COUNTS 


THIRD LESSON АТ THE КЕУВОАКО 
New Keys Е, С and playing ЕЕ С 





/ І 
То the LEFT of the three BLACK Key pattern is Е 


Ата» Е’5 neighbor is С 


В. Stepping and Skipping from E 


кете 


to find other Е, F, G's 





оп the keyboard 3 э 
Step-ping up,  Step-ping down, Then а skip. 
Combining Group 3 and 1 
poene GROUP 3 - Play with right hand --------------- i 














THIRD LESSON IN NOTATION 


The TIME SIGNA ТОКЕ next to the CLEF sign at the beginning of a piece tells us how 4t should be counted 


--ттт--. = 4 
- ` - - 
- ` ` - 





ем n dd ^ X м” 
rae THREE FOUR 
Upper figure means that there counts counts 
are two counts to a measure. to measure. to measure. 
di v uet gremium "adi 
ка ы Quarter- Quarter- 
Lower figure means that each note gets note gets 
quarter-note gets one count. ~ опе count. опе count. 
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Locate and play A B С тп other parts of keyboard 





x m 


Left hand GROUP for this piece 





andmans Near 








4. HT, 
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When {Бе stem оғ Middle С goes Ор 
play it with the right hand. 


When the stem of Middle C goes 
Down play it with the left hand. 





W.M.Co. 5689 


LefthandGROUPI eO. iL . . IRight hand GROUP 


base-ball Days 










| THE DOTTED HALF-NOTE 









(T hree-beat note) 


Q SQ 
Sw (00 r° 
| Hold 3 beats (1,2,3) | A i 


Left hand GROUP Right hand GROUE Д Q C a (77 0) S 
l A DOT after a note increases its РИ ; р 


| value half the value of the note | The Postm ar. 


! before it. E 


———— — — — — — — — — —  -—[F.W 

















і 
| 
| 
1 
| 













„- 


эй" 
Upper figure means that there 
are 3 counts in each measure 


-----"--. 





- 
- 


Lower. figure means that each 
quarter mote gels one count. 


Im 3-4 Time be sure to accent 
«ће first beat of each measure. 








win- ter and 
On 


Ç х^ 
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а *| | 
жы | „| — 
ы ШИЕ Р М 
БЕН [JT ад 9 |; 


4 Counts to each measure. 


Quarter-note gels one count. 
“ 
“ 


4/4 Тіте has опе strong beat 
and three weak beats. 
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V BA! л ҚАМЫ Ns "Om % R 
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Song of the Volga Boatmen £ ^ 
THE DOTTED HALF-NOTE 
Jg. IN FOUR-FOUR TIME 
га” 
USIC is written іп 
HAPPY keys (Major). 
and SAD keys (Müinor)== This 
famous Russian Folk-Song is 
an example in a SAD key. 
Years ago, before there were 
steamboats, the peasants who 
lived along the banks of the 
river Volga, used to pull boats 
and barges, heavily loaded 
with merchandise, up the river 
from one village to the next. 
The plodding along the 
banks of those condemned to 
this labor was terrible. While 
struggling along, they used to 
lighten their burden by sing- 
ing the sad strains of this 
rhythmical melody. 


L 
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Groups of notes like words in books tell 
stories when arranged in sentences and 
punctuated. А curved line over groups 
of notes indicates MUSICAL SEN- 
TENCES called PHRASES. 








1 ІШЕСІЗ а Pa | 
Ene . 
А Message 


English Folk-Tune 





2t уборе tor pne e le gn 


2 


( wy 


| РФ O | 

LI p 2238 
[e Nb | 
Reps peo ce gua] 
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В.Н. Group 
Fromthe high | tow’r, 


THREE 





L.H. Group 


. TWO 


MS 


ao 
° 
БЕ 
«d 
o 
Ф 
Я 
зә 
= 
d 
° 
m= 


Ding dong,dong | ding, 
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e 


eT 


Mau King EE 


V 
к 2 
cy 
у | 'HIS very ancient tune was a great favorite among the carol 


singers who used to beg for alms many centuries ago. It is 
based on the legend of King Wenceslas, the Holy, who was king of 
Bohemia in the Tenth Century. On the Feast of St. Stephen (Dec. 
26) this good king went out among the poor and gave liberally. 


\ 
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у 
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Іп music notation there are also SIGNS of 
SILENCE, called RESTS which tell us when and 
how many beats our fingers should be silent, viz.: 


QUARTER HALF WHOLE 


: : REST REST REST 
Pictures of 
RESTS 


Relative 
NOTE value 


BEATS (Count) 


Ма - ry, will 





READ and пате the four notes above and three notes below MIDDLE С. Count as you play. 
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48 


о - ver the 









gal- lop- ing 

















К.Н. Group 


Gal - lop- ing, 








L.H. Group 





Bet - ty and 





r 


frol- ic fo 
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The time value of ап Eighth note 2 is HALF 
аз long аз that of a quarter-note. Play TWO 
eighth notes о ONE count. 






American Folk-Tune 
(Adapted) 


Flying to the Moon 





fly - ing? 
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NA VM 

i АРА HAYDN", as Mozart lovingly called this 
great musician, inherited his humor and genius 
from his father, Matthias Haydn, who was a hard- 
working and jolly man. Не lived in Rohrau, a small 
Austrian village where, in a combination shop and 
home, he made and repaired wheels. He had a fine 
tenor voice and was the sexton and organist in the 
village church. His wife sang in the choir. Young 
Joseph had eleven brothers and sisters. At the age 
of 5, he was taken to a nearby village where he was 
taught music. He was always full of mischief and 
one day as a result of a prank, he was turned out 
into the stormy night—homeless. The following 
morning, he went to a friend, a wigmaker and barber, 
who let him use his garret. Here, on a dilapidated 
harpsichord, with the snow blowing through the 
cracks of the roof, Joseph worked and studied. On 
moonlight nights, he and his friends used to stroll 
about the streets of Vienna serenading famous 
musicians.: After years of hard work, he wrote 
some of the most magnificent compositions known. 


W. М.Со. 5639 











Skipping 1 WHITE KEY Skip 


К.Н. Group 
ping 2 WHITE KEYS 


one of bliss, 


Air 


(from Surprise Symphony) 


He wrote jol- ly 
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2 Аар еа 
| "8 
BARRERA 
| а 
“quack!” 








gie 


ist L.H. Group 


goes the frog 





dod L.H. Group 


Wen 





7 “croak” 


*Oroak 


| 7 4 
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When the SHARP sign # is 
placed between the Clef sign and 
the time signature it becomes 
the KEY SIGNATURE. In this 
piece ALL F's must be sharped— 
Played on BLACK key F. 





Snow - flakes 














y ` 1| 
G N rj 
о 








" 















Note:—This piece contains the SCALE OF С MAJOR. Those who desire to introduce scales at this stage of instruction тау 
have their pupils make good use of “PETER'S BLANK MUSIC BOOK” (wide ruling). 
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Fly 





pil 
On 


The Butter 
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small?" 























} 
à ыы 


б 
Үз +Ñ 


PREPARATION 
Locate, name and play the 
L. H. Group and then the 


R. H. Group. 





ht É... 
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Blue-Bells 


Middle C 


aS 
[om 

ws 
<= 
г 
6 5 
- д 
о: 
= 
= 
а 
-“ 
° 
© 
- 





О |where,and О 


and О where is your |High-land lad-die gone? 


where, 











АНА 


Bt 
4 


where is your |High-land lad-die gone? Нез |gonetofight the |foe for King 


== 
LLL 
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R.H.Group 
Skipping 2 SPACE NOTES 


L. H. S 
Skipping 2 LINE NOTES 





bat - tle, 


Sol- diers in red, |Stag-ing а 


in blue | 


Sol- diers 











ure 


On - ward,brave | sol- diers! 


flank, 


Charge on the 


rank, 


Line up the 





go where yo 
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big ships 


the 


see 


M 








+ 


know where they're 


to 


like 


© 
ч 








||| | 


| 
| 











ере ааа 
F ШЕРІН. En 
г j ` 

But they will 
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This sign | is а NATURAL | 
which means that when you 
see it in front of a note that 
has been played on a BLACK 
key you must play it on its 
NATURAL, the white key. 


This | is the BLACK key 
sign called FLAT. It means 
that you must play the first 
BLACK key to the LEFT 
of the white key А in this 
























Careful to look and listen for ће FLAT SHARP and NATURAL 


Steam-boat Roun 
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Round ће Mountai 


a 


SSS in 
IT со 


° 


іт 


Com 











SECONDO 
(For teacher or slightly advanced pupil) 





sempre stacc. 


Repeat ad lib. 





ÁN 
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the BLACK key to the LEFT 


that you must play all B 
on white key B. 
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R.H.Group 
Skipping SPACE notes F and A 


e Dee 


buzz - ing, buzz - ing 





SHARP is the first BLACK key to the RIGHT ОЈ A 
buzz - ing, 






“ ” 
- ing, 


Buzz 





e - nough 


lite 


Please to 
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College Song 


My |Bon-nie is 





O-cean, 





o- ver the 








o- ver the 





15 





піс = 
СЕ irum 


Bon-nie 





My Bon 


You must therefore 


ACCENT the first beat after the bar line. 


> 
N 
© 
o 
„= 
р 
ә 
$ 
v 
„о 
м 
$ 
Ф 
Ë 
q 
= 
о 
wn 
єс 
50 
Q 
A 
Ф 
e 
a 
с. 
«2 
= 
~ 


Тһе missing counts of the first measure will Бе 


found in the last measure of the piece. 


count in a measure. 








2 LN | С) B 
b. NT 





to 


Bon - nie 


bring back. my 


Oh 
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Тое 


` means: Play EIGHT keys higher 
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278 Home on the Range —— ⁄— — 


SECONDO 
Teacher or slightly advanced pupil 


Slowly with much expression 
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Slowly with much expression 
cour-ag-ing |word,And |skies are not 
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. = Home onthe hanse 
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ver-tize your fame! 


ad 


ers 
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е first BLACK key to the LEFT of E 


h 


+ 
Ж 
-A 
а 
а. 
B 
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~ 
С 
m 
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Play both keys 
together 


Wigwam 


From a 


<> 
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Certificate of Merit 


This certifies that 











== ВЕКЕ: LI ГІ HI r 


Se ea 


has successfully completed 





“TEACHING LITTLE FINGERS TO PLAY” 
and is eligible for promotion to 


“JOAN THOMPSON’S FIRST GRADE BOOK" 















































































































































































































































РЕАУ DUETS WITH THE YOUNG BEGINNER 


Teaching Little Fingers to Play Ensembie 
WAS ESPECIALLY DEVISED FOR YOU...AND IS SO EASY 


77 РАМ With the Children oe, ae 


YOU will make learning to play the piano FUN 
YOU will make piano study interesting 
YOU will brighten the practice and lesson period 


| | = 
Дойл 7 hompson 5 

Teaching Little Fingers to Play ENSEMBLE 

is a companion book of accompaniments, supplying the harmonies 

for use with each little melody found i in this book, TEACHING LITTLE 

FINGERS TO PLAY. 

As soon as each new tune is learned — YOUR CHILD IS READY TO 

PLAY IT IN DUET FORM with YOU, the Teacher or Older Student. 

Even if you play "just a little," you can play the simple little duet - 

accompaniments found in TEACHING LITTLE FINGERS TO PLAY 

ENSEMBLE. 


Send for FREE Copy of Naw Illustrated Guide . . . "WHAT SHALL I USE TO INTEREST MY PUPILS?" 


. The Willis Music Company, Cincinnati, Ohio 
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